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SECRET TEHRAN 2989 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, IR, SU 

SUBJ: TRANSFER OF IRANIAN PATROL BOATS TO SUDAN 

REF: A. KHARTOUM 793 B. TEHRAN 2853 C. TEHRAN 2642 D. STATE 
217109 OF 10/3/74 (NOTAL) E. TEHRAN 7931 OF 9/19/74 (NOTAL) F. 

TEHRAN 3444 OF 5/1/1974 (NOTAL) 

FOLLOWING COMMENTS ARE SUGGESTED BY REF (A): 

A. AS POINTED OUT REF (C), IRANIAN MILITARY LEADERSHIP WAS WELL 
AWARE OF US REGULATIONS REGARDING PRIOR USG AUTHORIZATION FOR 
TRANSFER OF MULITARY EQUIPMENT TO SUDAN. FAILURE TO ADHERE TO 
THOSE REGULATIONS WAS RESULT OF INCORRECT ASSUMPTIONS IN BOTH 
SUPREME COMMANDER'S STAFF AND IRANIAN NAVY THAT USG APPROVAL WAS 
BEING HANDLED BY OFFICERS OF OTHER STAFF. WE DO NOT BELIEVE WE 
SHOULD LEVY DRASTIC PENALTY OF RECALLING BOATS BECAUSE OF THIS 
BUREAUCRATIC LAPSE. 

B. WE WOULD HOPE GOS COULD BE PERSUADED TO PROVIDE ASSURANCES 
REQUIRED BY LAW THAT SUDAN WILL NOT TRANSFER BOATS TO A THIRD 
PARTY WITHOUT PRIOR USG APPROVAL. WITHOUT SUCH ASSURANCE IT WOULD 
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SEEM ONLY ALTERNATIVE WOULD BE TO RECALL BOATS TO IRAN. 
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C. WE BELIEVE IT WOULD BE USEFUL TO GIVE IRAN CLEAR STATEMENT OF 
OUR POLICY ON ARMS TRANSFERS TOWARD SUDAN BECAUSE WE HAVE NOT DONE 
SO IN THE PAST AND BACAUSE WE DO NOT KNOW WHETHER OR NOT IRAN 
CONTEMPLATES OTHER TRANSFERS OF MILITARY EQUIPMENT. IN THIS CON- 
NECTION, REF (D) INSTRUCTED US TO GIVE GOI ONLY INFORMATION ON 
SUDANESE INELIGIBILITY TO RECEIVE MAP EQUIPMENT. CABLE PROVIDED NO 
GUIDANCE FOR HANDLING TRANSFER OF FMS EQUIPMENT. FURTHER, GOI 
PROPOSAL TO TRANSFER ROCKET LAUNCHERS, WHICH WAS SUBJECT OF REFS 
CD) AND (E), CAME SOME MONTHS SUBSEQUENT TO TOUFANIAN'S STATEMENT 
THAT IRAN COULD NOT MEET SUDANESE REQUIREMENTS AS OUTLINED BY 
KHALAFALLA DURING APRIL VISIT (REF F). IT MAY BE THAT THERE HAVE 
BEEN, OR WILL BE, OTHER IRANIAN/SUDANESE TALKS RE TRANSFERS OF 
MILITARY EQUIPMENT AND WE WOULD LIKE GOI TO HAVE PRECISE UNDER- 
STANDING OF OUR GUIDELINES. 
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